
Local connection criteria

If you have any questions regarding the local connection criteria, please get in touch with a member of the  
Sales team by calling 0800 027 9801 or email newhomes@livewest.co.uk.

Allocation

Where affordable homes are part of a new build development of properties the Local 
Connection Criteria is determined during the planning process and is applicable to 
people wanting to purchase a new home on that development.
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	Text Field 14: Hartnells Farm, Taunton
	Text Field 15: Allocation of the affordable dwellings for those who we consider are in housing need and unable to afford other accommodation in the locality suitable to their households needs and who meet the Local Connection requirement below. 

 The qualifying person must either meet the Homefinder Somerset residency requirement or the Homefinder Somerset local connection criteria
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	Text Field 18: An applicant must have lived in Somerset for at least the last 2 years, or three of the last five years.

Or;

a) Be employed in Somerset. Local Government Association guidelines define this as employment other than of a casual nature. For the purposes of this policy, the employment must be consistent paid employment for a minimum of the last 3 months with an average of 16 hours a week, and that the applicant’s job requires them to work in, or travel to Somerset. Evidence will be required from an employer to confirm this. Or;

b) Needs to move to take up an offer of permanent employment of over 16 hours a week within Somerset and commuting to their new place of work from their existing home would be unreasonable. Or;

c) Have family connections in Somerset. Local Government Association guidelines define this as immediate family members (parents, siblings or non-dependent children) who have themselves lived in Somerset for the last five years and with whom there has been frequent contact, commitment or dependency. Confirmation will be sought from the applicant and their immediate family member that they have such a relationship. Only in exceptional circumstances would the residence of relatives other than those listed above be taken to establish a local connection, but the circumstances may be sufficient, and all cases will be considered individually. Or;

d) Demonstrate a need to move to Somerset to give or receive essential and critical medical or other support where significant harm would result if this were not provided.



